WINE-TASTING ROOM

World’s Best

Chardonnay Values:

There’s plenty of cheap, bad Chardonnay
in the world, but F&sW’s Ray Isle finds
more than a dozen delicious values, in

both bottles and boxes.

10 Winning Whites

' Chardonnay is among
the most debated grape
varieties around; everycne,
it seems, has an opinion
about what it should be.

RAY ISLE Rich and fruity? Oaky and
Executive buttery? Steely and crisp?
Wine Editor

But look at all these styles
together, and it's America's most popular
wine—we drank over 53 million cases
of it in 2010. Recently. in a blind taste test
of more than 100 under-$15 bottles,
these were the 10 winners.
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2009 Bogle ($9) Bogle's juicy, easy-
drinking '09 vintage gets its pineapple
and mango accents from the warm
weather in Clarksburg, California, where
the winery's vingyards are located.

2009 Sebastiani Sonoma County ($10)
Roughly half of this wine is fermented in
oak barrels, which heips account for its
caramel-scented aroma and rich texture.
A touch of Roussanne adds a spicy note.

2008 Louis Latour Ardéche
Chardonnay ($11) This lime-accented,
lively Chardonnay comes from the
Ardéche region, in southeastern France.

2010 Bodini ($13) A portion of the
sales of this clean, citrusy Argentine
Chardonnay goes to a scholarship
foundation for winery workers' families.

PULL THE CORK
Screw tops are no
longer a sign of low
quality. About half
of the Chardonnays
[ tasted for this
b2 column—and many
| of the best of them,
such as DMZ, Bodini
and Four Vines—
were sealed with
screw tops rather
than natural corks.

2009 Boamtown {($13) Boomtown, a
less-pricey label of Walla Walla's Dusted
Valley vintners, makes impressive
Washington state wines. This pear-
scented white is among.its best bottlings.

2009 Four Vines Naked ($13) No
oak (hence, “naked") gets in the way of
this wine's bright, pineappley flavors.

2009 Concha y Toro Casillero del
Diablo Reserva ($14) Cool breezes
off the Pacific Ocean in Chile's
Casablanca Valley help give this appley
white its refreshingly brisk character.

2010 De Morgenzon DMZ Chardonnay
{$15) De Morgenzon makes one of South
Africa's greatest Chenin Blancs, and some
stellar bargains under its DMZ label.
This oaky, lively Chardonnay is a top pick.

2009 Foxglove ($12) The '07 vintage

of this apricot-inflected, graceful white
from California’s Central Coast won our
2009 F&w American Wine Award for Best
Chardonnay Under $20. The delicious
'09 is a worthy follow-up.

2009 Patianna ($17) This peach-
inflected Chardonnay from California's
Anderson Valley was above my $15
cutoff, but too good to exclude. Plus,
the winery farms all of its vineyards
organically, with resident chickens taking
care of any pests among the vine rows. =
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